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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
World Première Recording of Orchestral Works by Simeon ten Holt.

Aliud Records releases Première recording of Simeon ten Holt’s Canto Ostinato 
orchestrated for Symphony Orchestra.

View Promotional Video

Dutch classical music label Aliud Records is proud 
to present the World Première recording of three 
unique orchestral works from Simeon ten Holt, 
one of the Netherlands most iconic 20th century 
composers. 
In 2005 Aliud Records was re-born. Since it’s 
relaunch, the label has produced an extensive 
catalogue of unique repertiore and built a reputation 
as one of Europe’s foremost boutique classical 
labels. To mark this milestone the label has a 
number of extraordinary releases planned of which 
Canto Ostinato is the first.
The release includes the first recording of Anthony 
Fiumara’s orchestration for Symphony Orchestra 
of ten Holt’s seminal work “Canto Ostinato” along 
with two additional works by the composer, that for 
unknown reasons prior to this recording, had never 
been previously performed. 
In addition to the unique repertoire, this release 
also forms a watershed for the Dutch label. “Canto 
Ostinato” will be the their first release that not only 
presents the music on CD however also on Blu-Ray 
Disc where the entire program both is available in  

Auro 3d and Dolby Atmos, providing the listener with 
a unique 3D, Immersive Sound, listening experience.
The three works included on the album are 
performed by the Dutch Noord Nederlands Orkest, 
conducted by David Porcelijn and were recorded 
live in concert at the Oosterport in Groningen, the 
orchestra’s home concert hall. 
The title piece “Canto Ostinato” is, without doubt, 
ten Holts signature composition and garnered the 
composer international recognition. This work is 
often seen as belonging to the minimal-music genre 
and ten Holt of described the works structural 
progression as akin to the development of a genetic 
code. The work was created as more than one 
hundred individual short sections each lasting a few 
bars and in the key of Bb Minor. Eventually composer 
Andries Hubers organized these sections to a single 
score. After this ten Holt rearranged the score a 
number of times leading to the fact that a number of 
different versions of the work exist. 
In 2016, composer, Anthony Fiumara orchestrated 
the work for the Dutch Residentie Orkest based 
in the Hague. Fiumara stated: “Translating this 
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work, originally for 4 pianos, to a full symphony 
orchestra is like translating a table conversation for 
60 people.”. In other words, “It is as if Canto Ostinato 
can now be heard in colour.” Fiumara’s orchestration 
of Canto Ostinato was premièred in concert by 
Otto Tausk and the Residentie Orkest however, 
this performance recorded in 2017 by the Noord 
Nederlands Orkest is the first time this version on 
Canto Ostinato has appeared on CD.
The other two works presented on the album, “Une 
Musique Blanche” and “Centrifuga” were composed 
as part of a commission by the Dutch Ministry of 
Culture. Both pieces were intended to form part of a 
trilogy however a third piece never materialized and 
the two compositions, until this performance, had 
never been performed. 
“Une musique blanche” is a fifteen minute long 
composition Ten Holt worked with electronic music 
specialist (Sonologist) Stan Tempelaars. The piece 
consists of two string groups interacting with four 
orchestral groups, each with their own specific 
sound-scape. The third piece titled “Centrifuga” 
rounds out the program. Ten Holt provided a short 
explanation of the piece: “Centrifuga” is based 
simply on the use of four tones. These tones, used 
in varying order, form the basis for four groups 
that eventually form a phrase. This phrase, in it’s 
horizontal form is also mirrored in the vertical. To 
realize this in the acoustic world ten Holt worked 
with groups of four instruments (four flutes, four 
Oboe’s, four Horns etc).

The Album is due for worldwide release on the 6th 
of November 2020. The physical album includes 
a Double CD, a Blu-ray disc with the program 
presented in Auro 3d  and Dolby Atmos and 
extensive liner notes. In addition the Blu-ray disc is 
also configured for mShuttle allowing the listener 
to be able to stream the music on any device 
connected to their home audio network. 
Both Auro 3d  and Dolby Atmos provide the listener 
with a three-dimensional, immersive sound, realistic 
sound experience unlike anything before. Thanks 
to a unique ‘Height’ channel configuration, acoustic 
reflections are generated and heard naturally due to 
the fact that sounds originate from around as well as 
above the listener.
More information regarding this release and Aliud 
Records can be found at www.aliudrecords.com

Notes to Editors
All Press inquiries should be directed to

Jos Boerland
jboerland@aliudrecords.com

Information and press materials (including album 
covers, promotional photos and Review Copies 
of the Album (Digital, Streaming & Physical) are 

available on request.

mailto:jboerland%40aliudrecords.com?subject=


About The Noord Nederlands Orkest.
Founded in 1862 the Noord Nederlands Orkest is 
the oldest professional symphony orchestra in the 
Netherlands. The orchestras programming can 
be seen as adventurous and trendsetting while 
at the same time respecting the tradition. The 
orchestras mission is to keep the tradition alive by 
presenting the symphonic repertoire in exciting 
curated programs performed at the highest level. 
Their philosophy is based on the belief that the 
secret to an intense musical experience in a live 
setting is the interaction between performers and 
the public.

The orchestra also focuses regularly on modern day repertoire. For this reason the orchestra has played host 
to composers such as Terry Riley, Arvo Pärt, Philip Glass, Laurie Anderson en Steve Vai, all who have made 
their way to Groningen for performances of their own music. In addition the NNO has introduced the public to 
many exceptional conductors and soloists. Next to conductors such as Viktor Liberman, Jean Fournet, Han-
Na Chang, Stefan Vladar, Alexander Vedernikov and Susanna Mälkki, the orchestra has also featured soloists 
including Diana Damrau, Piotr Beczala, Eva-Maria Westbroek, Vadim Repin, Nemanja Radulović, Shlomo Mintz, 
Severin von Eckardstein, Louis Lortie and Alexander Gavrylyuk. Currently Antony Hermus is permanent guest 
conductor of the orchestra.

About Anthony Fiumara.
Anthony Fiumara studied composition as a private student with 
Richard Rijnvos and since 2004 has been active as a composer in 
the modern classical genre. Fiumara not only works full time as a 
composer but also enjoys an active career as a music journalist, 
radio programmer and conservatorium teacher. He is a highly 
sort after orchestrator as is demonstrated by this orchestration 
of Canto Ostinato. His piano concerto “Aerial” was premièred 
by the Noord Nederlands Orkest with soloist Ralph van Raat in 
March 2010. From the beginning of the 2016-17 season Anthony 
has worked as Composer in Residence for the Noord Nederlands 
Orkest.

About  David Porcelijn.
Conductor David Porcelijn studied Flute, 
Composition and Orchestra Direction 
at the Conservatorium in The Hague. In 
addition he specialised in the early music 
performance with focus on the Baroque 
and Classical periods. After graduating 
he received a scholarship to further his 
studies in Genève. He spent a number of 
years in Australia as chief conductor of 
both the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra 
and the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra. 
In addition, he also held the same post 
with the Sønderjyllands Symfoniorkester 
in Denmark and the RTB-Symfonieorkest 

in Belgrade and as musical director and conductor at the Netherlands Dance Theater. He has regularly 
premièred new works at prominent music festivals across the globe and has overseen the recording of new 
works by such composer as Jan van Gilse, Julius Röntgen, Henk Badings, Hendrik Andriessen as well as the 
Australian composers Richard Meale, Peter Sculthorpe, Nigel Westlake and Mathew Hindson. In addition 
he was a professor of Orchestra Direction at the conservatoriums in Utrecht, Amsterdam and The Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music in Australia.
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Short Album Description
This Album contains the World Première recording of 
three unique orchestral works from Simeon Ten Holt, one 
of the Netherlands most iconic 20th century composers. 
The three works included on the album are performed 
by the Dutch Noord Nederlands Orkest, conducted by 
David Porcelijn and were recorded live in concert at the 
Oosterport in Groningen, the orchestra’s home concert 
hall. The release includes the first recording of Anthony 
Fiumara’s orchestration for Symphony Orchestra of Ten 
Holt’s seminal work “Canto Ostinato” along with two 
additional works by the composer, that for unknown 
reasons prior to this recording, had never been previously 
performed.
The album includes a Double CD, a Blu-ray disc with the 
program presented in Auro 3d  and Dolby Atmos and 
extensive liner notes. Both Auro 3d  and Dolby Atmos 
provide the listener with a three-dimensional realistic 
sound experience unlike anything before. Thanks to a 
unique ‘Height’ channel configuration, acoustic reflections 
are generated and heard naturally due to the fact that 
sounds originate from around as well as above the 
listener.

Track Listing:
Canto Ostinato - 48:10

Una Musique Blanche for Orchestra - 14:59

Centrifuga - 48:51

Blu-ray Disc includes:
Auro 3D and Dolby Atmos

Release Date: 6 November 2020
Impacting: 6 November 2020
Catalogue Number: ACD OH 114-2
EAN: Physical Release: 8717775551379
EAN: Digital Release: 8717775551386

Recording dates:
7 February 2014 (Centrifuga),
22 January 2016 (Une Musique Blanche for Orchestra)
12 & 13 October 2017 (Canto Ostinato) 
Recording Location: De Oosterpoort Groningen, The Netherlands.
Producer: Jos Boerland
Recording & Editing: Jos Boerland, Pim van der Lee (Centrifuga)
Assistant Recording Engineer: Jelmer Veenstra

More information about Aliud Records at: www.aliudrecords.com
More information about het Noord Nederlands Orkest: www.nno.nu

ACD OH 114-2

2020 Aliud Records
All Rights Reserved

View Promotional Video

https://aliudrecords.com/
http://www.nno.nu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfJIXO1GvcA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfJIXO1GvcA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfJIXO1GvcA

